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The Korean War, also alternatively known as the 625
upheaval or the War to Resist U.S. Aggression and Aid Korea
(25 June 1950 — 27 July 1953) was one of the most significant
wars between the communist and capitalist blocs during the Cold
War. It was fought between the Republic of Korea (backed by the
United Nations, especially the US) and the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (backed by the communist bloc, especially
People’s Republic of China).

At the very beginning of the Korean War, North Korea
had well-equipped and advanced armaments on a very still and
firm military development and foundation which was relatively far
stronger than the South. As what we noticed in the video played
in the museum of the DMZ, North Korean forces owned 210
fighter planes and 280 tanks subjected to scheduled objectives.
Armament included 274 T-34-85 tanks, 150 Yak fighters, 110
attack bombers, 200 artillery pieces, 78 Yak trainers, and 35
reconnaissance aircrafts. On the contrary, the information board
at the concourse of 3™ runway showed that South Korea had
only 98,000 soldiers (65,000 combat, 33,000 supports), no tanks,
and a 22-piece air force comprising 12 liaison-type and 10 AT6
advanced-trainer airplanes. Before the invasion, armor of North to
South was 2:1 and air forces were even 6:1. The strengths of two
sides were in great disparity.

North Korea implemented the tactic of Blitzkrieg, in the hope
of capturing South Korea within a very short time and preventing
a long-lasting total war. The North Korean Force captured
Daejeon and Jinju, and marched towards the defensive circular
zone of Busan. Tactics of South Korea was based on self-defense
and relied solely on the western democratic powers. Afterwards,
Truman, president of the US, determined to send forces to
battlefield which led to a great enhancement on the South Korean
troops. The newly-built PRC announced a militaristic aid for North
Korea, approximately over 1 million PLA troops marched across
the Yalu River. The aid provided by the PRC helped the North
Korean force resist against the international joint army and made
a balance of both sides along the 38" parallel.
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From the exhibition
of modern weapons
in the Korean War, we
could know wide range
of weapons in both sides
especially the United
States, for instance,
Browning M2HB heavy
machine gun, M36 tank
destroyer, Heavy Tank M26
Pershing, Douglas AD-1
Skyraider, Grumman
F7F-3N Tigercat, Boeing
B-29 Superfortress,
Curtiss-Wright C-46
Commando, etc. Also,
we noticed that over 60 types of American aircrafts joined the
Korean War, which was far more than that of Chinese or Soviet
aircrafts. We could see there were over one hundred types of
military equipment exhibited in the War Memorial of Korea and
over 2/3 of them were manufactured by the USSé. the USA and
the Commonwealth. Despite the enormous strength of the US
army, the Chinese tactics against the US (the human wave tactics
and guerrilla warfare) were very efficient and successful
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The Korean War finally ended in 1953 with_hug > C
of over 2,000,000. The war has prolonging and profe

eastern Asia. In Dorasan Station, we can feel
of war is still hovering over the border. Effort%;.
prevent any war in future. %
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South Korea has become a developed country with huge
economic strength and advanced technology. To the South
Koreans, the highly accelerated economic growth is regarded as
the “Miracle on the Han River”. Why is South Korea given such
a name? We have to understand the history of the economic
development of Korea.

In early 1950s, the Korean War between communist North
and non-communist South broke out. Though there was the
armistice in 1953, the economy of the country was in a mess.
In early 1960s, Park Jung Hee, the president who took office
in 1961, emphasized greatly on the importance of economic
development. Therefore, a variety of economic projects started. In
the 1970s, Korea began to develop heavy industry. Some of the
most famous transnational corporations in Korea were established
and had great improvement in the same period, for example the
well-known electronics brands: Samsung, LG and Hyundai Motor
Corporation.

In our 4-day trip in Seoul, we went to visit Samsung D'light, where
we could see the latest and most advanced products of Samsung
which were sold worldwide. Not only electrical products, vehicles and
residences also belong to Samsung. Apart from that, the electrical
appliances that we mainly use personally, like the mobile phones of LG
or electrical appliances used at home or offices, like the air-conditioner
of Hyundai are also made in Korea. These help to increase the income
of South Korea.

Due to its popularity among foreigners and local people,
Kimchi-making becomes one of the most important economic
activities in South Korea. As we paid a visit to a Kimchi School,
we experienced the way to make it by ourselves. We used the
vegetables called cabbage, and then chili paste was added for
preservation. Kimchi will be exported to the whole world and sold
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in local market at the same time; some of them may be packed
more beautifully, and are sold in the duty-free shops as souvenirs.

Tourism of Korea started to develop significantly since the
1990s and had brought huge income to the country. As South
Korea is also known as the “Shoppers’ Paradise” just like Hong
Kong, more tourists especially female ones are greatly attracted.
In our trip, we visited the popular shopping areas such as
DongDaeMun, MyeongDong and Sinchon, where we bought lots
of trendy clothing on bargaining prices. It was extremely enjoyable
experience!

Tourism has developed well in South Korea because the
Korean tradition is well-preserved and it co-exists with the rapid
growth of economy. Namsangol Hanok Village, where we paid a
visit to see the old architecture and houses and knew more about
the life of Korean villagers in the past, is an example of good
combination of tourism and cultural preservation. In South Korea,
some historical buildings are often seen on the street, along
with the modern buildings. Balancing cultural preservation and
economic development is the most important thing that is worth
appreciating.

Korea is definitely a diversified country. Relying on heavy
industries and tertiary industries, South Korea has a rapid
economic development and this is the most important factor
leading to its great success.
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On the third day of our trip in Seoul, we visited places related
to Korean technological development.

In the morning, we went to Nuritkum Square Digital Pavilion.
In the Imagination Hall, our home will be much different in the
future as there will be a system that helps us manage and control
the electronic devices in the house. If we want to celebrate the
birthdays of family members, we can turn on the Party Mode. We
can adjust the light, prepare the food, buy the presents and put on
a firework show on the window screen with the system. The most
interesting function is that we can change the views of window
by the system and watch TV at the same time on the window. It
provides the users a more comfortable living environment of their
own favors.

When we are sick, we can communicate with our doctor
through the Smart Prescription. After collecting the required data,
the device will send it to our doctor. Then, we can see the doctor
through the webcam. He will give suggestions and prescriptions
according to our health condition. With the Smart Prescription,
patients can recover in a better way since they don’t need to go
out to see the doctor and then take a rest at home afterwards.

The experiences in Nuritkum Square Digital Pavilion help us
know more about the current IT research work and development
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in Korea. Hopefully, the technology will be applied to our daily
life soon. From that time onwards, our lives will be much more
convenient as we can make use of the devices and finish the
tasks with our own ID cards.

After the visit to Nuritkum Square Digital Pavilion, we
went to Samsung d’light. In the Global Gallery, there are some
special exhibitions. Media Wall, a display window, shows
the great development of technology of Samsung. We were
attracted by the display kiosk near the Media Wall. One of
the models is very special. It is a transparent glass which
combines the functions of computer and TV onto a window. We
can change its view by pressing a button. We can also surf the
internet and watch the TV through the window. It combines three
modes. When it is morning, we can turn the transparent window
black in order to have a better environment for taking a rest.

One of the reasons why Samsung becomes the most
popular products in the world is that the Koreans support the
products made by the local brands of their country. Many Koreans
use Samsung mobile phones and other products, and nearly
everyone has a Galaxy smart phone in hand, even our Korean
tour guide and schoolmates have them as well. As the Koreans
are nationalistic and supportive to local Samsung goods, it makes
Samsung create and produce more high-quality products so that
Samsung products can compete successfully against the brands
of foreign countries e.g. Apple. Samsung products become part of
our daily lives, especially its Galaxy smart phone series, which is
popular among smart phone users all over the world.

The visit to Nuritkum Square Digital Pavilion and Samsung
d’light enables us to have a better understanding of the newest
technological development of Korea: how it has developed since
the Second World War, how successful it is now and what will be
applied in the future.
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People are crazy about Korea right now because of the widely known K-pop
and advanced technologies of mobile phones. However, what impresses me the
most is the rapid economic development of modern Korea.

Economic development in Korea has changed a lot in the past century. Her
economy is easily affected by internal factor (the Korean War) and external factor
(the American aid). Nonetheless, Korean economy has been growing better and
more mature nowadays.

During the Korean Trip, we visited the Bank of Korea Museum. There is
a demonstration of ancient and modern Korean currencies including Korean
coins and paper money in different periods of time. Besides understanding the
economic development of Korea, we learn the significance and development of
Korean banks. By watching videos, making models and playing games, we know
more about the background and history of National Bank’s system as well as the
definition of currency, interests and commodity prices, national economy, and the
importance of commodity prices stability. The most important thing is we could
see how the banks in Korea affected her economy. Korean banks are always
playing a far-reaching role. If the banks face difficulties, it would definitely bring a
great influence to the economic development.

In the past, Korea suffered from wars and conflicts. With constant effort, within a short time, South Korea becomes one
of the most modernized and democratic countries in the Far East. | greatly appreciate the Koreans and their essence of

perseverance.
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